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At Annual Conference this
June, Superintendent John
challenged pastors and
delegates to “keep the main
thing the main thing.” Neil
Cole writes
in his book,
Cultivating
aLifefor
God, that
Jesuswas a
busy man
with many
things to do.
And yet the Bible says,
“Jesus was going about all
the cities and the villages,
teaching in their syna-
gogues, and proclaiming
the gospdl of the kingdom,
and healing every kind of
disease and every kind of
sickness.”

The focus of the North Cen-
tral Conference has been
and continues to be three-
fold: 1) the revitalization of
existing churches, 2) the
planting of new churches
and 3) the development of
younger leaders.

| the Main Thing
e Main Thing

PLANT ONE NEW OR RE-
VITALIZE ONE EXISTING
CHURCH EACH YEAR.

REVITIALIZA-
TION

1) Ten of fifteen
Onward and Up-
ward rallies have
been completed,
and the remaining
five will be completed by
the end of the 2003. Each
church either has completed
or will complete aVGSre-
port. VGS standsfor Vi-

sion, Goals, and Strategies.

2) Upon completion of the

Onward and Upward Rally

plans, calls are being made

to encourage churches to be
specific in the area of lead-

ing their church.

3) Dr. Gene Wood, the au-
thor of Leading Turn-
around Churches, will be
our featured presenter for
annual conferencein 2004.
Dr. Wood will be addressing
the role of both the laity and
pastors to turn a church
around.

4) The BOA and the NCC annua
conference have adopted an inter-
vention strategy called Confer-
ence Intervention Teams. All
successful organizations have a
means by which an employee
concerned about the organiza-
tion' s welfare can access a resolu-
tion process. The CIT isjust such
aprocess. If someone within a
local church feels that the mission
of the church is under stress, he/
she can begin a process with the
local Board of Ad-

ministration to \"

. AN
seek assistance (L
from the confer- /\ \
ence. Details 0
are available. \ (\
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Currently, we have two systems
for the planting of churches, one
formal the other informal. Over
the past few years we have relied
mostly on the formal process.
While we will continue to utilize
this process, we are hoping to
move toward a more informal ap-
proach as well.

Juan Cordova has given very fine
leadership to the establishment of
the North Central Conference
Church Planting Institute--
Hispanic Division. And while the
details are too numerous to elabo-
rate in this report, the reader is
encouraged to investigate this
meatter further. Due to reduced
fiscal expenditures, the NCC was

able to contribute $20,000 to-
ward the establishment of the
Church Planting I nstitute.
Much work and much prayer
remains, but we feel thisisthe
beginning of great efforts.

Superintendent John challenged
each Mission District to:
PLANT ONE NEW OR REVI-
TALIZE ONE EXISTING
CHURCH EACH YEAR..

V (cont'd p.2)

Juan Cordova encourages atten-
deesto catch the vision of the
Hispanic I nstitute




PASTOR OF THEYEAR

According to his congregation, Pastor Dave Cooper has the distinction of being both a great
preacher and a great fisherman. Of course, that puts him in good biblical company.

At Annual Conference, Dave was awarded the first NCC Pastor of the Y ear award, for good

reason, if one asks the people he serves. This award has been created to honor pastors
whose particular contributions to their churches and communities stand out, even among our
very outstanding pastors. So what makes a pastor of the year? A lot of things, ac-
cording to the people who know Pastor Cooper.

Supt. John Grover,
Pam and Dave Cooper

— 2He' sagreat people person. His ability to relate to and counsel people from many differ-
ent walks of life makes him someone people love and trust.®
— 2He' s one of the best speakers |’ ve ever heard. Always meaningful and spiritual but com-

..tohonor

pastorswhose. . .

contributions . ..
stand out, even
among our very
outstanding
pastors.

pletely understandable.®
—He promotes unity, within both the church and the community. Dave has spearheaded
meetings with area pastors of different denominations to achieve community cooperation
rather than competition. 2He isaloving person who expects the church to love.°

—Dave reaches out to the unchurched in the community as well, asin the ham radio club to
which he belongs.
—DPastor Paul Alf, who considers Dave his mentor in ministry, calls him 2a very respected
man—a pastor of integrity who is kingdom-minded.®

Clearly, in Pastor Dave' sten years at Woodstock, he has served a congregation who has long
considered him 2Pastor of the Y ear.°

YOUNG LEADERS

The NCC and the Board of Bishops
have adopted and are now promoting
the establishment of Mission Dis-
tricts under the leadership of District
Leaders. Superintendent John high-
lighted the requirements and expec-
tations for these new positions.

Thefirst training session will begin
in August of thisyear. The seven
District Leaders will meet with Su-
perintendent for prayer, training, and
leadership development. These
team meetings will follow the LEAD
mode: L: Leadership (Knowing
God, knowing yourself, and know-
ing your environment); E: Encour-
agement (Praying for one another/

Keeping the Main Thing
the Main Thing

sharing burdens etc); A: Accountability
based on truth and grace over time; D:
Dreaming Together: How can we im-
prove, in our own lives and in the life of
our congregations?

Superintendent closed the address by
reminding everyone that while Visions,
Goals, and Strategies are important, it
comes down to the little things that truly
make the difference. He went on to tell
astory of Bishop Tutu and how asimple
act of courtesy toward his mother when
he was a child had alife changing im-
pact. The scripture basis, the story of the
widow’ s mite, illustrated the final point--
aThereis great power in a seemingly
insignificant act of loving obedience.®
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SPEAKING OF
OUTSTANDING

Supt. Grover awarded Garth Betry
the Outstanding Service of the
Year Award at Annual Conference
for his untiring and excellent ser-
vice to the Waterl oo, lowa church.
We all await with hopeful antici-
pation our own 2well done, good
and faithful servant® some day.
It's nice when someone so deserv-
ing receives that affirmation on
earth as well.
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Northern Light Qutreach

*Mother's Day Outreach- We had a
lot of visitors (mostly unchurched),
and 9 people accepted Christ. Also,
five children accepted Christ last
month at Kids Club.

*Retreat- We had our first retreat in
Pipestone, MN. Russ Wagner and
Bob and Sandra Fusco came and led
atraining on "Hearing the Voice of
God."

*Project Serve- We had 100 youth
from other churches across the
United States attend our worship
service. They were gathered in
Sioux Fallsfor amission

trip. Two teams were as-

signed to Northern Light for

the week. They helped paint

the church, distribute food

boxes, and did other work

$300.
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Under the direction of Tim Timmerman and hely
from Habitat for Humanity and the Sioux Falls
school system, we were able to start a program
for kids in the neighbohood. The programin-
cludes pool, ping pong, board games, and video
games along with weekly field trips.

*Camp- The week of August 11-17 Andrea and
will be in Paynesville, MN as camp parents for
the children. Pray for the kids we plan to bring,
as many do not have the $100 for camp. We are
also sending Joey Turner to I'YC, which costs

*Back to School Party: On August 24, we will

close out our summer fun program with a carni-
val for the kids. One of the local banks do-
nated $500 dollars for this outreach. Thisis
an answer to prayer!
*The Happy Rest Motel isfor sale, and we
have begun the process of working with our
broker and the Free Methodist denominatior :|
to purchase this propertv. Please be in much

projects in the commu-
nity.
*Summer Fun Program-
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Changes at Janesvil | e both
vices, including themes,
music, video, drama, and
testimonies. A gifted mu-
sician, leader and
speaker, Tiffany will also
serve as one of Em-
manuel's regular teachers
for The Source.

The Emmanuel Free Meth-
odist Church is delighted to
announce that Tiffany Sta-
man has been hired to be
their new Worship Direc-
tor. She will begin her re-
sponsibilities Sept. 2nd.

Tiffany and her husband,
Cam, and their three chil-
dren, Taylor, Payton, and
Graham, live in Roscoe,
IL, 20 minutes
south of Janes-
ville. For the
past 2 1/2 years,
Tiffany has been
the Executive
Assistant for
John Ortberg,

In her new position, Tiffany
will lead both Emmanuel's
8:30 blended Worship Ser-
vice and their 10:30 Wor-
ship Service called
The Source, which
is designed to reach
a Gen X audi-

ence. She and the
teams she will chair
will design the crea-
tive elements of

‘
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who is the Teaching Pas-
tor at Willow Creek Com-
munity Church in South
Barrington, IL.

She's been a regular
member of the vocal

Sioux City
_Sounds Off

The Sioux City church had
its first concert in the park
at the park across the
street. Over 125 people
attended, not to mention all
the people playing with
their kids on the play-
ground that listened! Pas-
tor Raloff spent the entire
night in the playground
area with his kids talking
with all the other people
about what was going on
and made 12 very positive
contacts from the neighbor-
hood--all unchurched fami-
lies! Best of all, the whole
thing did not cost a

dime! The sound permit
was free and the band did
it for local exposure!

team for their New Com-
munity Worship Ser-
vices.

Tiffany also enjoys serv-
ing as a Creative Memo-
ries Consultant and
speaking at Women's Re-
treats. For many years,
her family has vacationed
in Montello, WI, near Sky
Lodge. Keep Tiffany and
Cam and their kids in
your prayers as we wel-
come them to Emmanuel
and to the North Central
Conference.

GOOD NEWS
FROM FREE-
FURI

Two people accepted
Christ last week. There is
a real expectancy when
people come to our
church. God is good. We
will also be having a
"Jonah Beach Party" where
we will have a picnic style
party on the church
grounds, followed by an
outdoor movie showing of

the Jonah \/eaaie Tales
the-ohRan~+~eggie—ar
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Hillside Church welcomes
the Deng family from the
Sudan. This refugee family
of five has survived the
struggle of the loss of their
home, homeland, and
beloved relativesin the per-
secution against the Dinka
people by radical
Muslimsin the north. Un-
der the leadership of Jerry
St. Clair, our Refugee
Team Leader, Hillside
Church isfully sponsoring
this family, and rejoices

at having been able to raise
in June nearly $3000 to
cover theinitial costs

of housing, food and other
items. They, along with
several other Sudanese
families, are attending wor-
ship.

Hillside Church is coordinat-
ing a Chicagoland Tercente-
nary Celebration of

the birth of John Wesley. So
far we have commitments
from several other denomina-
tions (UMC, CME, Nazarene,
Salvation Army, AME, and
AME Zion) and Garrett
Seminary in Evanston. We
are planning a week of
Wesley seminars

leading up to a uniting wor-
ship event on November

2nd. Thelocationisyet

to be announced.

Supt Grover

Bishop Krober Deb and Bruce Renfroe,
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In abeautifully organized and meaningful service, five elders
and one deacon received their ordination at Annual Confer-
encein June. The new ordinands are: Fletcher Simpson
(deacon, New Berlin), Juan Rivera (Aurora, IL), Greg Marsh
(Richland Center, WI), Jill Richardson (Wheaton, IL), Charles
Mallory (Sioux Falls, SD), and Steve Otey (Janesville, WI).
Not pictured but also ordained elder in the NCC in June was
Bruce Renfroe, (Wheaton, IL).




R HIGHS
“‘EXERPEINCE’ GOD AT
XY LODGHE

XY LODGE DATES TO REMEMBER

Autumn Spice September 5-8

Women's Retreat September 19-21

Great things happened at the Sr.
High Experience at Sky

Lodge! The group experienced
numerous team challenges that
took alot of planning and work-
ing together to succeed. Speaker
Brian Pruitt blessed the gather-
ing. Brian comes from Michigan
where heis currently a'Y outh Pas-
tor and motivational speaker. In
'94, Brian was 2nd in NCAA
Football for all-purpose yards and
rushing yards. Through aninjury,
God led him away from the NFL
and into ministry. Brian spoke on
how we can be extreme Christians
living in thisextreme world. Ina
camp of 62, 4 received Christ for

the first time and 25 rededicated

their lives. God was once again

alive at Sky Lodge Christian

Camp.

QUIZZERS CELEBRATE 50 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
WITH RECORD ATTENDANCE AT QUIZ FINALS

About 800 Bible quizzers
and coaches from around
the United States, Can-
ada, and Mexico gath-
ered at Roberts
Wesleyan College on
July 7-12, 2003 for the
largest Bible Quiz Finals
ever held, with a record
number of 123 teams.
Many of the participants
testified to God's working
in their lives this past
year as they studied the
Gospel of John. Bedford,
Indiana was crowned
grand champion for win-
ning the Senior Teen Vet-
eran A division.

The week included a 50th
anniversary celebration of
Free Methodist Bible
Quizzing—which held its
first national finals in

1953. A museum was set
up with photos and
memorabilia, and 17 per-
sons were inducted into
the newly established Bi-
ble Quizzing Hall of
Fame. (Among those in-
ducted were Bishop Les
Krober and Dave
Markell. Widow Judith
Markell received a plaque
in memory of her hus-
band's contributions to
quizzing.) A special ser-
vice included a power-
point presentation of the
50 years of Quizzing.

Roberts Wesleyan Col-
lege provided activities
for the quizzers and did a
great job of handling this
unexpectedly large
group. The worship ex-
periences were uplifting,

and during the commun-
ion/ testimony service,
quizzers testified for
about an hour of how
God had worked in their
lives this season. There
was plenty of quizzing,
and in their free time
quizzers enjoyed making
new friends from various
places. One afternoon
was left open for the
youth to travel to see Ni-
agara Falls. Many excit-
ing pictures of the event
were captured with elec-
tronic cameras and are
available on the Bible

quizzing web site at www.
freemethodistchurch.org/

quizzing.

This fall, the youth will be

quizzing over Hebrews
and | & Il Peter. If you

would like to know more
about starting a Bible
Quiz ministry at your
church, contact Bible
Quiz Director Mike Hop-
per at swimfast@hmtel.
com or call (507) 352-
5455.

NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE
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MONEE BREAKS GROUND

Monee broke ground for a
new parsonage on Satur-
day, April 5! The parson-
age will belocated on five
acresin abeautiful rural
setting, surrounded by
horses and empty space. It
isaranch style, 2200
square foot home with 3
spacious bedrooms, afor-
mal dining room, three-car
garage, and a finished base-
ment (with two more bed-
rooms and a full bath) with
a9foot celling! The church
has rai sed over $40,000
cash and is financing the
remainder with the Confer-
ence Loan Fund. The total
monthly commitment will
be less then they have been
paying for rent on this
$187,000 building. The
general contractor is a part
of the church, and several
professionals from the
church are adding their ex-
pertise at great savings.
Very little, however, is be-

ing done with volunteer labor.
Our contractor says that
move-in should be sometime
inJuly.

Along with the parsonage pro-
ject approval has been given
to do the much-needed expan-
sion of our parking lot. With
an average of 92 in March
folks were having to park on
the grass and along the street.
Work on the the expansion
should occur concurrently
with the parsonage construc-
tion.

This has been an exciting, re-
warding step of faith for
struggling Monee. However,
the new building is not the
most exciting thing happening
in the church. The success and
enthusiasm of our Bible Quiz
Teams (3), has challenged
everyone in the church. Usu-
ally about 20 travel to quizzes
even asfar as lowa City or

Fillmorel

Aswonderful asthe quiz news
is each month, thisis not the
most el ectrifying thing happen-
ing at Monee. Since Men's Re-
treat in February,six adults, two
teens, and 3 young boys have
given their livesto Jesus! For
many weeks each and every
week someone was testifying
about hisor her salvation. An-
other young girl, 14 years old,
gave her life to Christ Easter
Sunday evening. On Easter
Sunday we received 6 new
members and have 5 more com-
inginaweek or so. God is
good!



